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President’s Message: Dale Baker

Pi Chi Omega Brothers and 
Sisters,

I often find myself explaining 
the features and benefits of a 
being a member of Pi Chi Ome-
ga to potential members and 
folks who are just plain curious.  
I lead with the scholarships. I 
talk about the importance of 
education within the industry. 
And then I talk about the fellow-
ship.

I think I do this, because Its 
challenging to quantify “comrad-
ery.” It’s difficult to explain what 
it is to be part of a community 
to people who have not had this 
experience. However, it’s not 
hard to detect those of us who 
have been outsiders on some 
level. If you are reading this, 
you understand. 

What do you say when people 
ask you what you do? “Well, I 
work in the Pest Control indus-
try” or “I am an Entomologist” or 
“I help create a healthier world.” 
Any way you put it, you get 
some fairly fantastic responses. 

I’m certain we can all share 
the reactions which vary from 
the old confused head nodding 
in vague pleasant approval 
to “I don’t know how you can 
work with disgusting things like 
pests.” Any way you put it, there 
is a misunderstanding about our 
professions, our industry and 
our role as sanitarians.

For most of us, this didn’t start 
when we took the gig. It really 
started long before that. Long 
before we chose our career 
path. Long before we went to 
college or work or even high 
school. While we are an eclectic 
group, I think we could all say 
that we were all marching to a 
different drummer than most 
of the other kids we knew; and 
even our family at times.

And so, when we find our-
selves in this specific industry, 
among this very specific group 
of people, we can feel some-
thing that can’t quite be ex-
pressed through a combination 
of words and put in a brochure. 
There is no elevator pitch to 
describe the feeling of being 
around people who have this 
very specific thing.

But when we are together, its 
about as clear as crystal. It’s our 

continued on page 2



Pi Chi Omega News        March 20192

President 
Dale Baker – db@jteaton.com

President-Elect 
Mark Sheperdigian, BCE  
shep@rosepest.com

Secretary 
Eugene White II, BCE 
gene.white@rentokil.com

Treasurer
Cisse Spragins, PhD  
cspragins@rockwelllabs.com

Immediate Past President 
Judy Black, BCE
jblack@rollins.com

Directors
Stephanie Hill, PhD  
stephanie.hill@pestdefense.com

Cassie Krejci, PhD
cassie.krejci@mgk.com

Tom Mueller
 t.mueller@insectslimited.com

Glen Ramsey, BCE 
gramsey1@rollins.com

Executive Director
Andrea Coron  
office@pichiomega.org

Student Member 
Aaron Ashbrook 
aashbroo@purdue.edu

Executive Office:
Pi Chi Omega
PO Box 187
Fredericksburg, VA 22404
540-376-3617
office@pichiomega.org

2019 Pi Chi Omega Board

I had in me that others where 
never able to understand. 

As they say, “If you got it, you 
can spot it.”  When we are to-
gether, you can spot it in every-
one.

So now, I can travel to any 
trade show and find people in 
my tribe. I can make a call at 
any hour of the day and talk to 
someone who knows. And you 
can too. THAT is what Pi Chi 
Omega means to me.

Any questions, comments, 
suggestions or ideas can be 
shared on our Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/Pi-
ChiOmega/. You can contact me 
directly at db@jteaton.com or 
call my mobile 614-638-0148.

President’s Letter

unspoken understanding. It’s 
the family we created and we 
are very, very particular about 
the people we let in to our gang.

When I think of my profes-
sional life in the Pest Control 
industry, I think of it as “Before 
Pi Chi Omega” and “After I 
started participating in Pi Chi 
Omega.” You see, once I started 
participating in PCO (Thanks to 
Kim Kelley-Tunis volun-tolding 
me for a committee all those 
years ago), I felt something I 
had never felt before. I felt like I 
was part of something that was 
doing something good for an 
industry that I love with people 
who feel the same way. I felt like 
I was working on projects with 
people who had the same thing 

Welcome New Members

Jason Hart
Univar

Kevin Hathorne
Terminix Service, Inc.

Jerry Heath
Industrial Fumigant Company

Allison Johnson
Univ. of Georgia

Christy LeDuc
Bugs and Bugs

Loretta Mayer
Senes Tech

Jayshree Patel
Univ. of Florida

Joseph Smith
JT Eaton & Co, Inc.

Reina Tong
Univ. of Florida

Natasha Wright
Braman Termite & Pest 
Elimination

continued from page 1



Pi Chi Omega News         March 20193

Pi Chi Omega was on a roll 
at Purdue! More than a dozen 
members met at the Union 
Rack and Roll for the Pi Chi 
Omega Rolling Stones event. 
Stones music blasted while 
members threw (bowling) 
stones down the alley at those 
stubborn pins. Prizes were 
given for each strike and gut-
ter ball and for the highest and 
lowest overall score. We won’t 
name names but will say every-
one was a 
winner that 
night!   

The fun 
continued 
throughout 
the confer-
ence at 
the Pi Chi 
Omega 
booth and 
at the Hos-

2019 Purdue Pest Management Conference News
Pi Chi Omega always en-

joys coming “home” to Purdue 
where our organization was first 
created by a group of young, 
inspiring entomologists! Pi Chi 
Omega was especially excited 
to recognize long-standing 
member, Gary Bennett, who 
has been involved in plan-
ning the last 50 Purdue Pest 
Management Conferences 
with the Pi Chi Omega Award 
of Achievement! Gary’s long 
career as a professor and the 
Director of the Urban Pest Man-
agement Center has had an 
impact on numerous students, 
the urban pest management in-
dustry, and as one of our frater-
nity’s most engaged members, 
he has certainly had an impact 
on Pi Chi Omega. Congratula-
tions Dr. Bennett and thank you 
for years of service and dedica-
tion.

Always looking to bring fresh 
content and ideas to the Purdue 
Conference, Gary worked with 
Pi Chi Omega to develop the 
Avengers of IPM: Why Techs 
are so Important. This session 
kicked off the conference ses-
sions and featured these in-
dustry heroes, Arnold Ramsey, 
as Sargent Safety, Dini Miller, 
aka Ms. Habit Hero and Mark 
Sheperdigian, aka Mr. Perfect 
Practices. The session high-
lighted the role of technicians 
in pest management including 
safety, importance of techs in 
protecting health, property and 
food. (see picture on cover)

pitality Suite where members 
and students gathered to watch 
the Clemson & Alabama game 
and catch up with one another. 
Congratulations to ecstatic 
Orange Crush fan, Dr. Kathleen 
Heinsohn! Thank you to JT Ea-
ton, Trece, and Rockwell Labs 
for providing a fun evening!

The good times culminated at 
the Pi Chi Omega membership 
meeting where Dean Stephen 
Cameron shared information 
about the establishment and 
funding of the Osmun Endowed 
Professorship and the pending 
search for candidates to fill that 
position. 

Members were updated on 
the fraternity during the busi-
ness meeting and the winner 
of the 50/50 raffle was drawn. 
Congratulations to Bobby Cor-
rigan! Pi Chi Omega’s first 
ever scholarship recipient took 
home the unexpected win-
nings of $800. The other half of 
the pot goes to support the Pi 
Chi Omega Scholarship Fund! 
Thanks to everyone who pur-
chased tickets!

“The Bowling Stones”

Dr. Kathleen Heinsohn celebrates 
Clemson’s performance
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Fabian List
Texas A & M University
A long year is behind us, 2018 

was my first full year living in the 
United States and it has been 
an adventure on every level. My 
research has now focused on 
the identification of genes that 
can be used for RNAi treatment 
for Tawny crazy ant (Nylande-
ria fulva) queens. With new 
genome data and annotation 
of the genome on its way, I’m 
excited to deepen my research 
and screen target genes for new 
candidates. 

Aside from my main topic, I 
also tried to improve the way in 
which we rear Tawny crazy ants 
in the lab. This has now lead 
to an improvement in survivor-
ship of the colonies within our 
lab.  We have therefore built a 
necessary base for long term 
experiments on these invaders. 

During the last year, I was for-
tunate to give talks at the con-
ferences of the Entomological 
Society of America at the South 
Western branch in New Mexico 
and national level in Vancou-
ver, as well as this year’s Texas 
A&M University Urban Pest 
Management Conference. 
During the ESA meeting I also 
competed with my friends from 
Texas A&M as a team in the Lin-
naean Games, the entomologi-
cal quiz bowl hosted during the 
ESA meetings. We managed to 
win at the branch level which 
brought us to the national com-

petition in Vancouver, during 
which we placed second. We’re 
now training for the next branch 
meeting in Tulsa, OK and we 
are shooting for national cham-
pionship this year!

The funds from the Founders 
Scholarship have helped me 
establish myself better here in 
Texas, by getting a much need-
ed new laptop for class work 
and research. I also purchased 
an image editing program that 
I use to make more visually ap-
pealing presentation slides mak-
ing following and understanding 
my presentations easier. The 
remainder of the funds have 
been used on insect collecting 
and outdoor equipment, which 
will be used for a biodiversity 
class this semester. 

I’m deeply indebted and 
grateful for the support of the 
Pi Chi Omega Fraternity and I 
feel much honored for the trust 
and expectation that has been 
shown to me with this scholar-
ship. I will further strive to im-
prove my research and myself 
and I’m excited to have Pi Chi 
Omega at my side and to be a 
part of this community.

Johnalyn Gordon
University of Florida
In the past year, I have con-

tinued to work on my main 
research project and have been 
making progress on a new 
project I developed. My main 
project, which focuses on the 

relative contributions of termite 
host genetics and symbiotic 
protozoan community to vigor in 
hybrid termites, involved physi-
cally swapping reproductives 
at a key time in which colonies 
are more receptive to accept-
ing a different reproductive. My 
project requires data collection 
pre-swap and post-swap, and I 
hope to start my second round 
of data collection later this 
month! 

For this project, I was fortu-
nate enough to be able to visit 
Dr. Gillian Gile’s Lab at Arizona 
State University and learn the 
necessary software program for 
analyzing my data to determine 
what species of gut protists are 
in the termites I am sampling. 
Knowing the protist community 
will allow me to compare met-
rics of colony growth to specific 
protozoan communities, thereby 
determining what role a particu-
lar community of protozoans 
may play in hybrid vigor. 

While this project has been 
running, I have been working 
on an additional project based 
on a body of literature I came 
across while developing my 
primary project. I was interested 
in the factors that influence how 
receptive Coptotermes colonies 
are to an introduced reproduc-
tive, specifically shifts in behav-
ior as colonies age that result 
in increased aggression to 
introduced reproductives. This 
led me to investigate cuticu-

Scholarship Recipients Report on Their Year
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lar hydrocarbons, which have 
been widely studied for the role 
they play in recognition in many 
insect taxa, including termites. 
I examined whether cuticular 
hydrocarbons in each caste of a 
termite colony change with age 
of the colony. 

I am in the process of wrap-
ping up this project and will 
be collecting a few more data 
points this March-June during 
swarming season here in Fort 
Lauderdale. I am hoping to pub-
lish my results later this year, 
which will provide some insight 
into age-dependent recognition 
of reproductives. 

Receiving this scholarship 
has greatly supported me as a 
graduate student by helping to 
cover my tuition and fees, as 
well as some of my living ex-
penses. I am immensely grate-
ful for the support that Pi Chi 
Omega and its members have 
shown me as I continue to grow 
as a researcher. 

Joanie King
Texas A & M University
Many thanks to the Pi Chi 

Omega Professional Pest Man-
agement Fraternity for their gen-
erous award. The Pi Chi Omega 
scholarship greatly helped me 
during the 2018 school year. 
Because of the funds, I was 
able to travel to the International 
Union for the Study of Social 
Insects (IUSSI) 2018 meeting 
in Guarujá, Brazil. I am forever 
thankful for these opportunities 
provided to me. Partaking in 
scientific meetings at the early 
stage of my academic develop-

ment inspires me to become a 
better scientist. Attending IUSSI 
2018 was an amazing opportu-
nity where I presented transcrip-
tomic data on the tawny crazy 
ant (Nylanderia fulva) that I ana-
lyzed over the summer. Not only 
did I give an oral presentation, 
but I also attended a genomics 
and bioinformatics workshop, 
met and reconnected with other 
social insect scientists, attended 
fascinating symposia, experi-
enced the culture of Brazil, and 
so much more.

I also attended the South-
western branch (SWB) meeting 
of the Entomological Society of 
America (ESA) in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico – where I pre-
sented my design for a science 
communication (SciComm) proj-
ect and competed in the Linnae-
an Games (quiz bowl style trivia 
on all things entomology). My 
team (Mackenzie Tietjen, Mark 
Janowiecki, Fabian List, and I) 
won 1st place! I also attended 
the 2018 ESA National Meeting 
in Vancouver, Canada – where 
I had an exciting invitation to 
present in the Workshop: Exten-
sion Entomology Share Fair, run 
by Dr. Erin Hodgson and Dr. Bri-
an McCornack. My addition was 
explaining how to use Facebook 
as a tool for SciComm to enrich 
and gain engagement online. I 
also presented preliminary data 
on the SciComm project I intro-
duced at the SWB-ESA branch 
meeting. Finally, my team and 
I competed in the national ESA 
Linnaean games and earned-
second place.

Additionally, I have been 
active in SciComm and out-
reach. I have coordinated and 
hosted over a dozen outreach 
events since May 2018 and 
have answered hundreds of 
emails on people’s entomologi-
cal questions through Ask an 
Entomologist. Furthermore, I 
was able to do outreach on a 
larger and different scale than I 
am accustomed to by attending 
Dragon*Con 2018 as a guest to 
give a presentation on insects 
with Nancy Miorelli. We gave 
the presentation — Insects: 
Aliens on Earth, an exploration 
on how Sci-Fi has been pro-
pelled by arthropods and their 
biology. The audience loved it!

For 2019 I will continue push-
ing forward in my academic 
efforts. My major goals for this 
year include submitting my 
master’s work as a manuscript 
for publication, moving forward 
with the phorid fly/fire ant study, 
finishing and submitting a man-
uscript on the SciComm data, 
and continuing outreach. This 
year my theme is to be account-
able. I have abundant ideas and 
am working on many projects, 
but I struggle with fruition of my 
visions. Therefore, I am using 
this year as an opportunity to 
further my academic develop-
ment during my Ph.D. program. 
Thanks again to the Pi Chi 
Omega Professional Pest Man-
agement Fraternity for being an 
integral part of my successes!

Scholarships
continued on page 6
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Patryk Tomaszkiewicz 
(Texas A&M)

The Pi Chi Scholarship en-
abled me to continue my re-
search on disease carrying 
mosquitos in the Carribean.  My 
research was based in Trinidad 
and Tobago, in a city by the 
name of Toco. It’s located on the 
northeast side of the island. My 
research was focused on the 
Aedes aegypti mosquito, other-
wise known as the Yellow Fe-
ver mosquito. This mosquito is 
medically relevant and is known 
to transmit diseases like Yellow 
Fever, Dengue Fever, Zika, and 
other vector-borne diseases. 

My goal was to see what time 
of day these mosquitoes were 
most active and when they had 
the highest probability of laying 
eggs. I captured mosquitoes 
three times a day; in the morn-
ing, at noon, and at dusk. I kept 
a tally of the amount of mosqui-
toes I caught and what time of 
day I caught them. 

I also identified these Aedes 
aegypti mosquitoes and dis-
sected the females to see if they 
were gravid (contained eggs). I 
caught 131 mosquitoes in total, 
half of which were the Aedes 
aegypti mosquito. This is a very 
prevalent mosquito in tropical, 
humid climates. I found that 
these mosquitoes were most 
prevalent during midday, and 
that they lay their eggs between 
the morning and noon period.

Mosquitoes pose a threat to 
human health due to a variety of 

arboviral diseases that they are 
able to transmit. Many of these 
diseases are vectored by  Aedes 
aegypti   and most are prevalent 
in many parts of South America 
and The Caribbean. 

Gravidity, diurnal activity, and 
the reproductive capabilities of  
Aedes aegypti   are important to 
research because future gen-
erations of mosquitoes can be 
studied or eliminated in hopes 
of reducing future outbreaks of 
disease. New findings would 
help researchers obtain new 
ways of preventing future cases 
of disease, and would reduce 
the impact that this health-
endangering mosquito has on 
local communities. 

A survey of the Jammev 
Beach Resort in Toco, Trinidad 
was conducted to determine 
what time of day had the high-
est concentration of gravid  
Aedes aegypti. In order to catch 
the mosquitoes, diaphoretic 
clothing was left in an open 
area. This clothing was used 
to lure the mosquitoes to the 
preselected location and sticky 
cards were used to efficiently 
catch the mosquitoes. This 
sweat-baiting method could be 
replicated and applied to future 
research in order to test its full 
potential. 

Results showed that gravid  
Aedes aegypti   were found in 
higher concentrations at dawn 
and at high noon. It was also 
concluded that both gravidity 
and mosquito presence de-
creased as the day progressed. 

Lengthier studies with more ef-
fective trapping methods should 
be conducted during the wet 
season to fully understand the 
activity and reproductive capa-
bilities of  Aedes aegypti.

You can help the next gen-
eration of scientists, educa-
tors, and pest professionals 
achieve their goals, too.  Simply 
make a financial commitment 
to the scholarship fund.  Large 
or small, all gifts are appreci-
ated; and will help the fraternity 
provide scholarships to worthy 
students.

Since Pi Chi Omega scholar-
ships were initiated in 1976, 
over 125 scholarships have 
been granted. Many have 
continued their Pi Chi Omega 
membership after graduation. 

Make a donation today on our 
website: www.pichiomega.org, 
click on the link in the upper 
right hand corner for Scholar-
ship Contributions or click here. 

Scholarships
continued from page 5

Scholarship 
Applications are now 

being accepted through 
March 15, 2019

http://www.pichiomega.org/scholarship-contributions/#id=103&cid=1491&wid=1001
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Pi Chi Omega Scholarship Criteria 2019-2020 Awarding Year 

Recognizing the need for college-educated professionals in the field of urban and 
industrial pest management, Pi Chi Omega is making available four scholarships to students majoring in urban 
and industrial pest management or some closely related plan of study. The object is to encourage and assist 
outstanding students to prepare for careers in pest management. 

John Osmun Scholarship - $3000 
Founders Scholarship- $2000 

Austin Frishman Scholarship- $2000 
Alain VanRyckeghem Memorial Scholarship - $2000 

Eligibility:   

1. Currently enrolled undergraduate or graduate college students who are interested in urban or industrial pest 
management.  
2. Applicants must be full time students.   
 

 Basis of Award: 

1.  Students who have an interest in urban or industrial pest management or some closely related field, and 
plan to pursue a career in such a field. 
2.  Must be a full-time student in good academic standing. (3.0 or better on a 4.0 scale) 
3.  Character, personality, school activities, professional activities. 
4.  The scholarship may be renewed. The student will be required to resubmit the application packet.  
 

Provisions of the Award:  Scholarship recipient will receive a letter of agreement outlining these provisions that 
must be signed and returned prior to distribution of the scholarship award. 
1. The recipient is required to write an article for the Pi Chi Omega Spring 2020 newsletter outlining their 
academic and/or research activities over the year and how the scholarship has helped them in their endeavors. 
The article will be due to the Executive Director no later than February 1st, 2020.  
2. The recipient is required to remain in good academic standing, 3.0 or better on a 4.0 scale. A copy of the 
recipient’s transcript will be required at the same time as the article.  
 

Deadline: 

Due date is March 15th, 2019. E-mail the completed application packet office@pichiomega.org or send it to Pi 
Chi Omega Scholarship, C/O Andrea Coron, PO Box 187, Fredericksburg, VA 22404. Call 540-376-3617 with 
questions. 

 

 
For a full PCO Scholarship Application packet, please visit: 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/4t3qh5lo4sdjbl0/Scholarship%20Application%202019.pdf?dl=0.

Due by Friday, 
March 15, 2019

https://www.dropbox.com/s/4t3qh5lo4sdjbl0/Scholarship%20Application%202019.pdf?dl=0
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It is the time of year to look 
around and think about which 
peers in the industry have gone 
above and beyond and are 
worthy of a nomination for one 
of the following awards:

    Pi Chi Omega – Publica-
tions of Professional Services

This award recognizes distin-
guished service to our Indus-
try, Profession, and Fraternity, 
in particular through scientific 
publication of a significant work. 
Publication examples include, 
but are not limited to; books, in-
dustry journal articles, scientific 
journal articles, etc.  In publica-
tions with multiple authors, all 
authors who are Pi Chi Omega 
members would be included in 
the presentation of the award. 
Qualifications: at least one 
author must be a Pi Chi Omega 
member in good standing, the 
publication must be scientific in 
nature and should have a direct, 
positive impact on the Urban 
and Structural Entomology in-
dustry or field.

    Pi Chi Omega – Award 
of Achievement 

An award to be presented to 
individuals who have served 
the organization for 10 or more 
years and during that time have 
made contributions that are out-
side of the normal expectations 
of their Board or membership 
role(s). These nominees are be-
ing recognized not just for their 
long service, but also for their 

Keep an Eye Out for Potential Award Nominees!

Awards will be given at 
PestWorld at our mandatory, 
annual membership meeting.  
An award will only be given if 
a qualified candidate is ap-
proved by the committee.  An 
award can be given to more 
than one qualified candidate 
– if two individuals did some-
thing worth being awarded, 
we don’t want to be untimely 
in recognizing one or the 
other by only presenting one 
award each year.  Nomina-
tions are due no later than 
June 30th of each year.  

exceptional dedication and signifi-
cant accomplishments that have 
had a positive impact on Pi Chi 
Omega.  Qualifications: must have 
served Pi Chi Omega for a 10-
year period (not necessarily as a 
Board member), must be a Pi Chi 
Omega member in good standing, 
must have been instrumental in 
furthering the growth and/or mis-
sion of Pi Chi Omega.

    Pi Chi Omega – Generos-
ity Award 

An award to be presented to 
individuals who exhibit a genuine 
desire to better the organization 
and who act upon that compunc-
tion by completing an honorable or 
selfless deed for the benefit of Pi 
Chi Omega. The contribution may 
be made in the form of hard work, 
financial contributions or creative 
strategic visionary work, and is 
not necessarily tied to an amount 
of time of service.  Qualifications: 
individual must be a Pi Chi Omega 
member in good standing, must 
have made a significant impact 
on the financial stability of Pi Chi 
Omega or a positive impact on the 
organization that enables Pi Chi 
Omega to reach our mission.

 All nominations must include 
a written paragraph that speci-
fies the individual’s contribution or 
impact on Pi Chi Omega. Nomi-
nations received without written 
documentation will not be consid-
ered.  Be specific and detailed.  
The Selection Committee will use 
this information exclusively in 
making its final decision.  

Gary Bennett receiving the PCO 
Award of Achievement for his work over 
the years on the Purdue Pest Manage-
ment Conerence.


