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Pi Chi Omega booth at PestWorld 2015

Message from Judy 
Black, President

As we get closer to getting to-
gether at Pestworld I wanted to 
reach out with a few notes and 
updates.  

We are looking forward to our 
first membership meeting (at 
Pestworld) where our associate 
members will be able to vote!  
So please make sure you come 
out to the meeting and have 
your voice heard.  One issue 
that we will be discussing, if not 
voting on, is going to be very 
impactful for the future of our or-
ganization.  The Board will have 
information for you on what we 
will have to do to change our le-
gal status and what the pros and 
cons would be to any changes.  
This is based on the request 
that donations be tax deductible.  
Deciding on “who we want to 
be” in the future is really at the 
core of these discussions.  Do 
we want to be an organization 
that raises substantial amounts 

of money for scholarships?  If 
so, we will probably need to 
expand our membership base 
(e.g. change our application 
process), establish a founda-
tion, and increase number of 
members actively involved in 
the organization.  Obviously this 
is not the only alternative for our 
future, but gives you an exam-
ple of the significance of the dis-
cussion we will be having over 
the next few months.  Certainly 
a poll of our membership would 
be prudent given the weight of 

please see Black, p. 2
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Additional inductees in the Class of 2016 include 
longtime Pi Chi Omega members: Dr. Vernard Lew-
is, Dick Sameth and Larry Treleven, each of whom 
is also profiled in PMP’s September issue. 

Pi Chi Omega extends our warmest congratula-
tions to each inductee and is so appreciative of the 
many who serve our great industry.

the decisions facing us.   
But the Board’s activities have 

not been isolated to this one 
activity since my last message 
to you!  Kim Kelley-Tunis has 
been working with our vendor 
on the writing of the “50 Year 
History Book”.  Dale Baker has 
been developing a marketing 
campaign to raise funds for pub-
lishing the book.  Dennis Judy 

has been working very hard to 
clear up our membership roles 
as far as dues payments go.  
He’ll have a proposal for us to 
vote on at Pestworld regarding 
delinquent members – along 
with new membership applica-
tions.  Kim also has nominations 
for the Board positions (2) that 
will be opening up at Pestworld, 
which we will be voting on.  

Black continued from p. 1
Don’t forget about our scholar-

ship program!  It won’t be long 
before we are reaching out for 
applications!

So when you are packing for 
Pestworld, don’t forget your Pi 
Chi pin!  Wear it with pride and 
we’ll see you at our membership 
meeting at 10 AM on Tuesday in 
the Sheraton, 3rd Floor, Union 
Tower, Issaquah AB.

Vern Toblan, who was at the helm of Pi Chi 
Omega as executive director from 2000 until 
his death in 2014, is this year’s posthumous 
inductee into Pest Management Professional 
Magazine’s Industry Hall of Fame. Now in its 
20th year, the Hall of Fame recognizes pest 
professionals from all segments — business 
owners, researchers, inventors, crusaders 
and even manufacturer sales reps/association 
directors like Toblan.

 
In the pest control industry for 56 years, 

Vern became known as “Mr. Ficam” when he 
became involved in the development of that 
product. In 1973, he conducted a survey in 
North America of the pest control industry 
to develop a distribution plan for Ficam. He 
joined Pi Chi Omega in 1979, and served as 
the president from 1992 - 1993.  Vern led Pi 
Chi Omega as the Executive Director for 14 
years.  Under his direction, the scholarship 
fund grew from $50,000 to over $150,000!

A profile on Vern Toblan was published in 
the September issue of PMP Magazine, and 
he will be formally inducted into the Hall on 
Oct. 17 in Seattle, the night before the Nation-
al Pest Management Association’s PestWorld 
2016 convention begins. 

Former Pi Chi Omega Executive Director one of 
2016 PMP Hall of Fame Inductees

Vern Toblan, past Pi Chi Omega Executive Director
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For Professional, Proactive & Preventative Pest Management:  
Insect Sticky Traps and Rodent Glue Boards Play an 
Essential Role

By Austin M. Frishman, Ph.D., 
BCE Emeritus

With increasing pressure from 
outside groups attempting to 
curtail all sticky trap and glue 
board devices, it is important we 
reiterate their importance and 
make Pi Chi Omega members 
aware of this threat.

The use of monitors plays a 
very important and practical role 
in the implementation of a true 
integrated Pest Management 
Program.

When insects or rodents are 
captured on such devices they 
serve as a valuable tool to:

• Alert the PMP that there is 
an invasion and break in 
the pest protection pro-
gram.

• If necessary, when going 
to apply pesticide, you can 
target it within the activity 
zone and thereby minimize 
the amount of pesticide 
utilized.

• The presence of even one 
pest on a monitor should 
set off an alarm to inspect 
more closely in this area 
and ponder where and why 
this pest is present.  It cre-
ates a much more efficient 
and thorough inspector.

• When you catch something 
early it helps launch into 
action a control plan that  
stops the problem before 
it has a chance to become 
established and/or spread.

• It can verify the need to 
engage in pest proofing -  

a growing field and income 
for our  industry.  I hate to 
admit it, but one sticky trap 
working 24/7 can some-
times find a pest better 
than a Ph.D. inspector who 
only spends a few minutes 
in the suspect area.

• With very few exceptions, 
every account should have 
monitors and sticky traps.  
Glue boards are an impor-
tant part of my monitoring 
program.

• An added bonus: The 
traps with specimens can 
be brought back to the 
offices and used for future 
training sessions.

Photo credit: JT Eaton
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Harder is Missing -    
a Pi Chi Omega historical tidbit 

I was lucky to become friends 
with Emile Pappas several 
years back when I was taking 
a refresher course on fumiga-
tion in Houston, TX given by 
Darrel Hutto. Emile's company 
was VP Exterminators, and if 
you attended national industry 
meetings in the 60's and 70's 
you probably met Emile. I had 
been videotaping members of 
the industry for a few years as 
a project that was first inspired 
in 1994 by Jim Steckel, a Pi Chi 
Omega member who passed 
a few years ago, when he was 
awarded the Professional of 
the Year award by Pest Control 
Technology magazine. Jim's 
quote about the project was, 
"We're trying to capture as 
much of the memories of these 
people as we can before we 
lose them."

At a meeting in Dallas, I taped 
Jim Steckel discussing treat-
ment of the Queen Mary Ship 
for bedbugs in New York City 
during WWII and other gold.  
Vern Walters discussed in detail 
the 1960s and the trial against 
DDT. 

So for some reason, I was 
at this fumigation meeting in 
Houston with my camera.  Emile 
Pappas (who turned 90 this past 
December) was sitting behind 
me and I asked him if I could re-
cord him.  I have used every bit 
of that tape. I sat with him many 
more times for other stories 

and clarifications.  My favorite 
story is when he was 16.  Emile 
goes to his dad and tells him he 
wants to go into pest control.  Of 
course, this is in the mid-1940s, 
and his dad tells Emile that pest 
control operators are no better 
than a honey dipper.  On the 
tape Emile asks me, "Do you 
know what a honey dipper is?"  
Admitting that I did not know, 
he tells me, “A honey dipper is 
the person that uses a ladle to 
clean out the septic tanks.”

Ann and I over the years 
visited with Emile and his wife, 
Fran (who recently passed 
away), and talk about pest 
control and the old times.  Luck-
ily I had interviewed enough 
of those who were most likely 
Emile's friends in the industry 
that I could help him with the 
name of an individual or the old 
type of pesticide used - when it 
may not be coming off the tip of 
his tongue. With this friendship, 
he gave me a collection of old 
pest control magazines, books, 
NPMA information, his lectures 
and slides.  He enabled me to 
travel back in time by going into 
my man cave and reading about 
the past.  

I came across an article 
written in 1949 by J.R. 
Gross, who wrote, "Frank 
Harder, entomology major at 
Purdue University and son 
of Ken Harder, Harder Ex-
termination Services, Hemp-
stead, New York, is making 

a name 
for himself 
as a star 
quarter-
miler and 
anchor 
man on 
the one-
mile relay 
team at 
Purdue.  
This 
makes 
his sec-
ond year of competition and he 
promises to be a star in Mid-
western track in his senior year.  
Future PCO Frank, who'll be in 
good shape to chase after busi-
ness when he graduates, has 
been named captain of the Pur-
due track team for next year".

The famous photo I'm shar-
ing here has been seen in 
magazines for years.  I always 
thought that maybe Ken Harder 
was taking the picture, until in 
my research I found a caption 
which stated that Ken was at 
a track meet.  As Paul Harvey 
used to close his popular radio 
programs, “and now you know 
the rest of the story.” 

Frank Harder, 
circa 1949

Gilmore, Brehm, Weiss, Wright and 
Shuyler

By David Fincannon
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Editor’s note: Bobby Corrig-
an received the very first Pi Chi 
Omega scholarship awarded for 
the 1976 - 1977 academic year. 
He went on to receive the schol-
arship again in the following 
two years.  How has Corrigan’s 
expertise, in the form of books 
and articles, presentations and 
personal conversations, affect-
ed your professional life?  Share 
your experience with Pi Chi 
Omega by emailing us at: office 
@pichiomega.org.

It’s fair to say that pest control 
has been my life.  After graduat-
ing with an Associate’s degree 
in pest control from Austin Frish-
man’s program at Farmingdale 
NY, I ran a route for three years 
in the NYC/Long Island area.  I 
fell in love with both the job and 
the industry, so I enrolled at 
Purdue University to aim for a 
BS degree in pest control with 
Professor Gary Bennett.  After 
my first year however, I real-
ized I had miscalculated the 
costs of tuition, room, board 
and books, and found myself 
worrying as to whether or not I 
had enough money to continue.  
Although I was poor, my grades 
were good, so unbeknownst to 
me, Dr. Bennett nominated me 
for a new (and the first) Pi Chi 
Omega academic scholarship of 
which I was awarded.

Now, some three decades 
later, pest control continues to 
be my passion--- my drive, and 

I am excited to be a part of it all.    
I also find myself constantly 
reflecting back on how that Pi 
Chi Omega scholarship was in 
fact, a pivotal moment in my life 
because it enabled me to stay 
in school.    The scholarship has 
also served to remind me as 
to the honor of being a Pi Chi 
Omega member and to proudly 

How has Industry Expert Corrigan Touched Your 
Professional Life?

note how the Fraternity has now 
awarded upwards of $110,000 
to deserving students since that 
first scholarship.  How incredible 
is that? 

It is no exaggeration to say 
my gratitude to Pi Chi Omega is 
truly on-going. 

Bobby Corrigan

Bobby Corrigan, inspecting! One of the jobs he does best!
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Pi Chi Scholarship Recipients Present 
at ICE 2016

Many members of Pi Chi 
Omega attended the ESA-spon-
sored 2016 International Con-
gress of Entomology (ICE) held 
in Orlando, FL the last week in 
September.  For its 25th pre-
sentation, ICE 2016 anticipated 
attendance of 6,000 people. 
Pi Chi Omega President, Judy 
Black was pleased to catch up 
with Brittany Campbell, a 2016 
Pi Chi Omega scholarship re-
cipient.

During the Symposium: New 
Insights into Biology, Resistance 
Mechanisms, and the Manage-
ment of the Modern Bed Bug, 
Brittany presented: Insecticide 
resistance in the common bed 
bug Cimex lectularius, eggs 
and first instars.  Here research 
evaluated eggs and first instars 
collected from pyrethroid-resis-
tant adults for insecticide resis-
tance and compared them to a 
susceptible strain.  Using Tem-
prid: imidacloprid/β-cyfluthrin, 
and Transport: acetamiprid/ 
bifenthrin, her research found 
the lethal concentration (LC50) 
for the two resistant egg strains 

exposed to imidacloprid/β-
cyfluthrin ranged from 3 to 
5-fold higher than susceptible 
strain eggs.  The study further 
suggested that insecticide resis-
tance is expressed early during 
bed bug development.

Two other recipients of the 
2016 Pi Chi Omega Scholar-
ship, Michael l. Fischer and 
Angela Sierras, presented their 
research as part of the Gradu-
ate Student Oral Competition: 
Urban Entomology in a Chang-
ing Environment: Biting Pests.  

Angela Sierras presented Eval-
uation of ingestible pesticides 
on bed bugs, Cimex lectularius. 
Michael Fischer presented 
Is the vector competence of 
the common bed bug, Cimex 
lectularius L., influenced by their 
microbiome and endosymbiotic 
activity?

Isn’t it great to see the stu-
dents that Pi Chi Omega’s 
Scholarship Committee selected 
as the cream of the crop pre-
senting at such a prestigious 
conference?

Brittany Campbell (left) with Pi Chi Omega president, 
Judy Black.
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Pi Chi Omega at PestWorld 2016
At PestWorld, be sure to visit with Pi Chi Omega Members, Officers and Directors!

Monday, October 17 - 3:00 - 5:30 pm Pi Chi Omega Board Meeting
Sheraton, 3rd Floor, Union Tower, Ravenna ABC

Tuesday, October 18 - 10:00 am - 12:00 pm Pi Chi Omega Membership Meeting
Sheraton, 3rd Floor, Union Tower, Issaquah AB

Thursday, October 20 - 3:00 - 4:00 pm Pi Chi Omega Sponsored Speaker, Dr. Brian Forschler
      Backyard Mosquito Control: The Science Behind the Service

      Thursday, October 20 - 4:15 pm Pi Chi Omega Frat Chat
Calling all Pi Chi Omega members! Be sure to sit in on Dr. Forschler’s 
presentation if you can, then meet up for a Frat Chat at the Pi Chi Omega 
booth after his session! Bring along a friend who you think should be a 
member of Pi Chi Omega!

Pi Chi Omega 
News

PO Box 187
Fredericksburg, VA 22404
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