
towards drafting a letter of solicitation and creat-
ing a mailing list of those most likely to respond 
favorably, with generosity, towards reaching the 
goal of a self-sustaining endowment.  A copy of 
this letter is forthcoming and will be available for 
membership inspection via a link on the Pi Chi 
Omega web page. 

• Community service:   You may recall from  

my earlier letter that my personal project, as presi-
dent of our fraternity, is to provide to interested 
member PMPs some practical guidelines for of-
fering pest management services to those in need 
who cannot afford to pay for our services.   This 
will be a work in progress, with addenda and 
changes being submitted by those of you who 
have experience in such matters and who wish to 
contribute your expertise to this project.   A link 
to an initial draft of the guidelines, following 
board approval, will appear on the fraternity web 
page.  

• Education/research:    You may recall that  

Jim Sargent is our Future Research Ideas Com-
mittee Chair and has been compiling a list of re-
search projects submitted by PMPs over the past 
few years.  Some of these projects have been un-
dertaken by graduate students, at the suggestion of 
their faculty advisors, with the full knowledge of 
our industry; while other research topics may be  
works in progress without our industry’s knowl-
edge.   Jim has published our research wish list in 
the Newsletter of the Entomological  Society of 
America (ESA), with an accompanying request 
that  the results of  pertinent university studies be 
shared with Pi Chi Omega as soon as the content 
of said studies is no longer deemed proprietary.   
Furthermore, the plan is for those of you who 
subscribe to entomological journals, and notice 
articles that address our research wish list, to 
make known the content of said articles to Jim 
Sargent so he can share that information with our 
fraternity members. 

 Progress has been made towards our 
fraternity’s goals, for which I am grateful, consid-
ering how busy everyone is; but much remains to 
be accomplished -- hopefully, before our next 
gathering at PestWorld 2008 in Washington, D.C.  
Speaking of the upcoming PestWorld meeting, 
our very own Shep Sheperdigian will be present-
ing the Pi Chi Omega-sponsored session:   

                                             Continued on Page 2 -  

Hopefully all of you are having a produc-
tive year so far.  Making progress professionally and 
being in demand is, of course, a mixed blessing -- it‘s 
all too easy for our lives to slide out of balance when 
our work kicks personal and family quality time to 
the curb.  Naturally, the time we can devote to extra-
curricular projects associated with organizations like 
Pi Chi Omega, for example, get sidetracked as well.  
As a result, some of our once-urgent fraternity goals 
continue to loom before us, just out of reach.  I’m 
certain that I have not facilitated communications and 
decision-making to the extent that I should have and 
for that I apologize.  Speaking of goals, let’s review 
our current projects and see where we stand with 
them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Publication of the history of Pi Chi Omega and  

preservation of fraternity archives in both hardcopy 
and electronic formats:   Collaborators’ busy sched-
ules, coupled with my poor motivational skills, find 
us just about where we were last November.   

• Video interviews of the structural pest manage- 

ment industry icons as they share their amazing ex-
periences of industry milestones and noteworthy 
events in the past century:  Many of us watched the 
DVD entitled “The Greatest Generation and the 

Modern Day Pesticide Revolution”, produced by 
David Fincannon, that was shown at the 2008 Purdue 
Pest Management Conference.  David continues to be 
approached by industry people who suggest names of 
pest management notables for the video interview 
wish list.   The challenge is to set aside precious time, 
schedule appointments and allocate the funds neces-
sary to make such interviews possible.  David cur-
rently is editing his extensive recorded interview with 
Harry Katz. 

• Pi Chi Omega scholarship endowment:   Pro- 

gress is being made by the Scholarship Committee 
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Message from the President— Continued 

 

Improving Client Cooperation: People Solutions to Pest Prob-

lems.  Shep’s talk is scheduled from 2:15 – 3:30 PM on Friday, 
October 24.   You can bet that this session will be both practical 
and entertaining!  In closing, if any of you have suggestions or 
comments relating to the projects discussed above, please do not 
hesitate to share them with me at:                                
gerry.wegner@varmentguard.com.  
 So, how can Pi Chi Omega play a supportive role in furthering 
and expanding this sort of community service?  In short, those 
of us who have experience with donated services can compile 
and publish a set of guidelines for  planning, preparation, per-
formance and follow-up measures germane to those interested 
in giving back to their communities.    
 Topics covered will include: 1) cost-effective options for re-
duced risk pest management methods and materials, 2) site/ unit 
pre-notification, 3) communicating effectively and respectfully 
with residents, 4) personal safety dos and don’ts, 5) how to ap-
proach manufacturers and suppliers for donation of materials, 6) 
securing recommendations of local social workers and legal 
counsel, and 7) model language for contracts and forms detail-
ing scope of service and disclaimers.   The real commitment 
among Pi Chi Omega members to one another in this matter is  

 

the time and expertise we are willing to commit towards provid-
ing assistance to our colleagues who need a little help getting 
started, so they can make a difference in their communities.  

To take this a step further, Kim Kelley-Tunis shared 
that a fellow wearing a Terminix uniform, visiting with her at 
the Pi Chi Omega booth (NPMA PestWorld 2007) in Orlando, 
suggested that we bring our pest management skills to villages 
in third world countries.   Here again, we can research and pub-
lish the steps involved in making this happen for those of us 
who have the time, resources and motivation to volunteer IPM 
services outside the United States.  

Finally, on the subject of education, I intend to lend 
whatever assistance is necessary to Jim Sargent and his Future 
Research Committee in order to draw the attention of research-
oriented university faculty, to our research ideas “wish list”.   
As new information about pest biology, behavior and manage-
ment is released/published from university studies, we’ll make 
sure that information is posted for our membership to utilize. 

 
 

 

of losing their membership for non-payment of dues for over 
two years. Final notices will be in the mail shortly to those indi-
viduals and their names will be made available to the member-
ship. If you then can help at all with trying to keep these mem-
bers, it will be appreciated. 
PestWorld 2008 is rapidly approaching. Pi Chi Omega will 
again have a display booth courtesy of NPMA, Thanks! If you 
get a chance, come and visit with us at the display. Booth #909. 
Pi Chi Omega functions are listed on the back page of this 
Newsletter. We hope to see you at the Membership Breakfast, 
Friday October 24, 7:00 am in the Annapolis Room at the Con-
vention Hotel.  
Until then, Cheers! 

   Vern 

This & That from your Executive Director 

As some of you may know, it has not been the best of year for 
me health wise. It seems that I saved all my problems to be 
taken care of at the same time. From July 2007 until the spring 
of 2008 I have seen more doctors and hospital rooms than 
anyone would want to see. I am, however, one lucky dude! I 
have overcome Leukemia, Gout, blood clots in both legs, brain 
surgery (Hematoma), 3 rounds of chemotherapy, gall bladder 
surgery and Cataract surgery in both eyes, and am as good as 
new - -  70 lbs lighter and raring to go!! 
The 2008/09 dues statements were mailed out at the end of 
June 2008. I am sad to report that about 1/3 of members still 
have not paid their dues. Please do so at your earliest conven-
ience to save the time and expense of sending out more re-
minders. In addition we have several members that are at risk  

RESEARCH FUND ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
The Norm Ehmann Urban Pest Management Award Committee will be accepting proposals aimed at 
funding efforts to solve urban pest management issues relevant to the Pacific Northwest.  Issues of pri-
ority at this time include (but are not limited to): odorous house and carpenter ants; wood destroying 
organisms; yellowjackets and other wasps; arthropod pests of stored products; mosquitoes and other 
medically important arthropods; and rodents.  Proposals are limited to five pages.  We anticipate a total 
amount of $13,000 will be made available for the 2008-09 period.  To receive a complete copy of the 
request for proposals please email Richard S. Zack, Department of Entomology, Washington State Uni-
versity at zack@wsu.edu.  Closing date for proposal submissions is 1 October 2008. 
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Editors 
Vern E. Toblan     Heidi B. Ross 

T&L Consulting, Ltd. 
Middletown, DE 19709 

verntoblan@verizon.net  Telephone: 302-376-6714 

We gratefully acknowledge that this Newsletter is printed 
 courtesy of : 

Mr. Dan Moreland, Publisher 
G.I.E. Media 

Pest Control Technology Magazine 

2008 PI CHI OMEGA SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS  

   Melissa Gaver-Wainwright 
Washington State University 
 
Melissa is a repeat recipient of 
our scholarships. She has com-
pleted her course work toward 
her Ph.D. with a 3.58 grade 
point average and is expecting 
a completion date for her de-
gree at the end of the spring 
semester 2009. As part of her 
research on the life history of 
Tegenaria agrestis and T. diel-
lica, Melissa has collected 511 
adults and 591 immature spi-

ders in these two groups. She has isolated six Bacillus ssp. 
bacteria from her collection of spiders, started a study on 
interspecific interactions and intra-guild predation trials 
between these two introduced species.  
There is very little current research on spiders, which is of 
particular concern to homeowners and the pest manage-
ment industry. Melissa recognizes her role in research and 
the industry as she pursues an advanced degree and plans 
to be involved in education and training after completing 
her degree. 
 
 
 

 Neil A. Spomer 
      University of Nebraska 
 
Neil has completed research 
quantifying the uptake and hori-
zontal transfer of [14C] 
fipronilfrom donor to recipient 
Reticulitermes flavipes. The 
manuscript has been accepted 
by the Journal of Economic 
Entomology and will be printed 
in 2008. 
In addition, Neil is evaluating 
the environmental fate of  
chlorantraniliprole and indox-
acarb, both novel chemistries 

being developed as termitecides. 
Another study in progress is the aerobic and anaerobic 
degradation of indoxacarb under laboratory conditions. 
Neil is also evaluating the nature of the soil environment in 
the backfill area around structures with full basements. 
As an independent evaluator of these novel termiticides, 
the data developed will be an integral part of, and signifi-
cant contribution to, the scientific database for chloran-
traniliprole and indoxacarb and their application in the ur-
ban environment. 
 

           Alvaro Romero 
      University of Kentucky  
 
Alvaro is studying the Biology, 
Behavioral Ecology, and Manage-
ment of the Bed Bug Cimex tectu-
larius (Hemiptera:Cimicidae). 
This research aims to produce 
basic and applied knowledge that 
will lead to more effective control 
of the bed bug. The research ar-
eas of Alvaro’s project are: 
Behavioral ecology: Circadian 
organization of locomotion activity 
in bed bugs. 

Chemical ecology: Isolation and identification of chemi-
cal compounds from volatiles emitted by bed bugs and 
determination of their role in aggregation behavior. 
Insecticide resistance and sub lethal effects . Pheno-
typic and biochemical characterization of insecticide resis-
tance in field bed bug strains. Sub lethal effects of insecti-
cides on the biology and behavior of bed bugs 
Bed bug bacterial interaction: Quantitative analysis of 
proliferation and excretion of Borrelia species. This study 
looks to establish a model system for evaluating bacterial 
disease transmission capabilities through feces. 
 
         

        Toni C. Keefer 
 Texas A&M University 
 
Toni’s degree research 
project involves both field 
and laboratory evaluation of 
different formulations of 
imidacloprid against two 
economically important 
species of subterranean 
Termites, Reculitermes 
flavipes (Kollar) and Cop-
totermes formosamus 
(Shiraki) in Texas. The field 
portion includes the treat-

ment of structures and rangeland for control of subterra-
nean termites. The laboratory portion involves the uptake, 
mobility and dissipation of imidacloprid in urban environ-
ments.  
Toni believes these studies will of great benefit to Pest 
Management Professionals providing better efficacy and 
predictability of this active ingredient’s performance. 
In addition to his research, Toni also works as a Pest Man-
agement Technician (10 years). His enthusiasm and inter-
est in urban entomology make him a valuable member of 
the Pest Control Industry. 

Dr. Laurel D. Hansen (left) 
Spokane Falls Community 
College presents $1,500.00 
Scholarship check to 
Melissa Gaver-Wainwright, 
Ph.D. student at Washing-
ton State U. 

Dr. Shripat T Kamble (left), 
Professor of Entomology, 
University of Nebraska, Lin-
coln presents $1,500.00 
Scholarship check to Neil A. 
Spomer, Ph.D. student. 

Pi Chi Omega member 
Thomas V. Myers (right) 
Presents $1,500.00 
Scholarship check to 
Alvaro Romero, Ph.D. 
student at the University 
of Kentucky. 

Dr. James W. Austin (right), 
Associate Research Scientist at 
Texas A&M University presents 
$1,500.00 Scholarship check to 
Toni C. Keefer M.S. student. 
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Pi Chi Omega Functions 

 PestWorld 2008 

Gaylord National Resort & Convention Center, October 22-25, 2008 
Board of Directors Meeting: Wed. Oct. 22, 2008  Camellia Room, 8:00 a.m. until done. 
Members Breakfast Meeting: Fri. Oct. 24, 2008  Annapolis 1-2, 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. 
$30.00 per attendee to be paid in advance; invoice included in 2008/09 dues  statement. 

Plan to visit the Pi Chi Omega Display, Booth #909 on the Exhibit Floor! 

  

2009 Purdue Conference 

Purdue University, January 5 – 10, 2009 

Board of Directors Meeting: Mon. January 5, 2009  10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Room 112, Memorial Union Building. 

Members Dinner Meeting: Wed. January 7, 2009  5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
West Faculty Lounge, Memorial Union Building 

First 60 members & guests will be seated. Cost: $30.00 to be paid at the door! 

Pi Chi Omega Web Page:  http://www.pichiomega.org 


