
 
 
 
The second Pi Chi Omega Member Up-
date came out on May 25, 2007.  The 
main new item was congratulations to 
member Harry Katz on his 92nd birthday. 
Included was a very brief commentary 
on Harry’s early years and what he is up 
to these days. 
 
The second main item was the an-
nouncement that our Member Update 
will include a job posting board.  Mem-
bers in good standing who are seeking a 
position may post a listing for free.  Com-
panies wishing to advertise a job open-
ing may post for a cost of $50.00 per 
position, the fee going into the scholar-
ship fund.  Postings are to be limited to 
1/2 page in length and should be sent to:                              
cspragins@rockwelllabs.com. 
 
If you have a newsworthy item or other 
information of interest to Pi Chi Omega 
members, and would like to have it in-
cluded in the next e-newsletter, please 
send it all to Cisse Spragins at 
cspragins@rockwelllabs.com. 
  
Cisse Spragins and Dan Bohrer of Rock-
well Labs are to be congratulated on get-
ting the Pi Chi Omega Member Update 
e-newsletter up and running.  This took a 
lot of effort on their part and they wish it 
to be known that it is a work in progress, 
with changes is style and content in the 
planning stage.  
  

Eric 
 
 

-
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Greetings: 
 
Spring has come and gone and summer is 
upon us.  So far, it’s been a down and now 
up year.  We’ve seen the unexpected pass-
ing of two of our members (both in their 
50’s), the launching of the Pi Chi Omega 
Member Update e-newsletter, one member 
reached his 92th birthday, and the scholar-
ship fund received a very generous dona-
tion from Copesan. 
  
Member Vince Parman passed away sud-
denly and unexpectedly the past January 
1st. Greg Baumann suggested that for the 

speaker annually sponsored by Pi Chi 
Omega at Pest World, we consider spon-
soring a memorial presentation on Vince’s 
research by Dr. Ed Vargo, his major profes-
sor at NCSU.  This has been arranged, so 
be sure to check the program and attend.  
 
The first Pi Chi Omega e-newsletter called 
the Member Update came out on May 4, 
2007.  The news item was the announce-
ment of the sudden and unexpected pass-
ing of Dr. Mark Lacey on April 30th. 
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PI CHI OMEGA SCHOLARSHIP FUND RECEIVES $4,400.00 FROM COPESAN    

 
This & That from your Executive Director 

Copesan President Deni Naumann (second from left) pre-
sents $4,400 check to Vern Toblan, Pi Chi Omega Execu-
tive Director (second from right)  at Legislative Days in 
Washington, D.C.  Also pictured are Copesan members 
Russ Ives (far left) and Jerry Keown (far right).   

During its recent conference in Chandler, Arizona,  
Copesan held a raffle to benefit two worthy pro-
grams. 
 
The first is the Pi Chi Omega Scholarship Fund. The 
second is the National Pest Management Associa-
tion Pest Management Foundation, which provides 
grants for the research, development and refine-
ment of pest management tools and techniques. 
.  
Conference attendees raised $4,400. Prior to the 
raffle drawing, Copesan president, Deni Naumann 
announced that Copesan will be matching this 
amount. As a result, both NPMA Pest Management 
Foundation and the Pi Chi Omega Scholarship Fund 
each received $4,400. 

It has been a hectic winter and spring season. By now 
you should all have the new Membership roster. Along 
with that roster you received a letter and a list of mem-
bers that were ejected from Pi Chi Omega. This action 
became necessary since these folks neglected to pay 
their membership dues for over two years. Unfortu-
nately this letter caused some confusion as some 
members in good standing assumed they were ejected 
from the fraternity. For this I sincerely apologize. If your 
name was not listed on the back of the letter and is 
included in the new roster, you have nothing to worry 
about! 
 
Dues notices for the fiscal year 2007/08 starting July 1, 
2007 will be mailed early that month. Included with this, 
you will also receive the notice for our membership 
breakfast meeting to be held in conjunction with 
NPMA’s PestWorld 2007 in Orlando, FL. Please return 
these in a timely fashion. If you plan to attend the 
breakfast meeting, you may add that amount to your 
“dues check” to save you from having to write two 
checks. 
 
I am sad to report that as of this writing, there are still 
over 20 members who have not paid their membership 
dues for the current fiscal year. These delinquent  
  

members will receive a “special “notice with their dues 
statement in July. If they fail to reply and remit their 
past dues promptly, our bylaws require that we rescind 
their membership and publish their names in an up-
coming newsletter. 
 
I hope by now all of you have received two “E-
Newsletters”. Cisse Spragins and her art director Dan 
Bohrer of Rockwell Labs have done a great job; Thank 
you!  If you did not receive this e-newsletter it is be-
cause we either don’t have your e-mail address, or we 
have the wrong one.  Please send me your current e-
mail address at your earliest convenience. 
 
 We were once again able to award four $1,500.00 
scholarships. Our scholarship committee, Dr.Terry 
Whitworth, chair; Dr. Janet Kintz-Earle and Patricia 
Hottel had to choose from 14 well qualified applicants. 
On behalf of the fraternity I extend our thanks and ap-
preciation to the committee for their dedication and 
hard work. 
 
For more information and to stay current with fraternity 
news ,  a lways  check  the  web page : 
www.pichiomega.org  or wait for the next E-Newsletter. 
 
 See you in Orlando!  
 

 
 In Memoriam 

 
Paul G. Pilley         Calvin P. Stephenson      

Guy L. Ingram           Dr. Mark S. Lacey 
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Jodi M. Green, Purdue Univ. 
West Lafayette, IN     
PhD student expected to graduate 
in May 2008.  
 
My research topic remains to be 
Horizontal Transmission of 
Fipronil in Colonies of Subterra-
nean Termites Reticulitermes 

flavipes. For the past few years my goal was to familiarize  
myself with fipronil and determine how social behaviors of 
termites can change the chemical compound's effective-
ness. Horizontal transmission is the process of moving or 
passing insecticide from one place or individual to another, 
without direct contact with the compound. To date, I have 
designed and performed many toxicity tests and deter-
mined LD50 , LT50 and LC50  values for various laboratory 
experiments. Recently termites treated topically with radio-
labelled 14C-fipronil showed that they were able to transfer 
lethal does to untreated termites. Observations and quanti-
fying by liquid scintillation counting is still in progress to 
determine the mechanisms of transfer among nestmates. 
Due to the overwhelming negative impacts that termites 
have in urban areas, a greater understanding of the 
mechanisms involved with how active ingredients cause 
and affect termite mortality is highly desirable.    

 
Jonathan P. Lolito, Penn State 
Univ.  
Ph.D. student expected to gradu-
ate in May 2009. 
The subject of my graduate work 
is the emerald ash borer, Agrilus 
planipennis, a dangerous invasive 
pest capable of removing ash 
trees from the landscape in major 

cities and forest areas on the devastating scale of Dutch 
Elm Disease and Chestnut Blight. I intend to focus on iden-
tifying behavioral and chemical cues in the mating and 
host-plant location systems of this beetle that will aid the 
USDA in detection and trapping methods.  In the summer 
of 2006, I examined feral EAB in the laboratory and in the 
field for a spectrum of pre-mating behavior, including the 
use of chemical, visual and acoustic cues.  All the evidence 
I have gathered thus far suggests that males find potential 
mates in short-range space using visual cues.   Sticky traps 
prepared from dead, pinned beetles attract only feral male 
EAB and are therefore potentially useful as a species-
specific trap. In upcoming summers investigation will focus 
on how to trap the beetle more effectively using these mod-
els and any contact chemicals identified, as well as a con-
certed effort to find attractive chemicals from the host plant 
that can further enhance detection and trapping efforts.     

2007 PI CHI OMEGA SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS  
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Dong-Hwan Choe, University of 
California, Riverside 
Ph.D. student expected to graduate 
Jun 2009 
 
Among ants, one of the most con-
spicuous nest cleaning activities is 
the stereotypical removal of dead 
nestmates from the nest. The term 
‘necrophoric’ behavior has been 

applied to distinguish the disposal of corpses from other 
sanitation tasks in the colony. These corpses are depos-
ited in piles near the nest entrance. 
According to Soeprono and Rust (2004) horizontal trans-
fer of non-repellent, slow-acting insecticides (e.g. fipronil) 
throughout Argentine ant colonies may be achieved. 
The studies of exact mechanism of necropheresis in Ar-
gentine ant colonies as a biological phenomenon as well 
as investigating the potential horizontal transfer of various 
insecticides will be conducted. This will provide implica-
tions for current ant control strategies. Where do we need 
to apply insecticide? How much insecticide do we need? 
This study will also provide future possibility of exploiting 
ant’s natural behavior for developing environmentally 
friendly ant control strategies. 
 
 
Melissa M. Gaver, Washington State University 
Ph.D. student expected to graduate in Spring 2009. 
(Photo not available) 
 
My research project is focused on the hobo spider, 
Tgeenaria agrestis  Walckenaer, 1802. The invasive hobo 
spider has been implicated as a medically important spi-
der to humans since the 1980’s. In the Pacific Northwest, 
the media, the pest control industry, and the medical com-
munity perpetuate the belief that the hobo spider’s bite 
causes necrotic lesions in humans; yet there is no conclu-
sive evidence to support this belief. Recent publications 
link necrotic lesions to bacterial infections and not to tox-
ins found in the venom. The primary goal of my research 
project is to characterize the behavior and ecology of 
hobo spiders. First I propose to identify the microbial 
fauna associated with the hobo spider in order to deter-
mine if it harbors pathogenic bacteria. This will be an im-
portant first step in determining whether or not there are 
medically important bacteria associated with hobo spiders 
in urban areas where the species exists alone and where 
it coexists with the giant house spider, T. duellica Simon, 
1875. The giant house spider may exclude the hobo spi-
der form its habitat around homes and is thought to out-
compete the hobo spider in its native range. Investigating 
the life cycle of the giant house spider is expected to pro-
vide important new knowledge as to how it interacts and 
possibly controls invasive hobo spider populations. 

Editors 
Vern E. Toblan     Heidi B. Ross 

T&L Consulting, Ltd. 
Middletown, DE 19709 

verntoblan@verizon.net  Telephone: 302-376-6714 
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 PestWorld 2007 
Pi Chi Omega Functions 

 
 Wednesday, October 17, 2007 

                     Board of Directors Meeting                 Gaylord Palms Resort         8:00 am to 12:00 pm 
                     (Members welcome)                                   St. George’s Room  #106 
 

 Friday, October 19, 2007 
       Membership Breakfast Meeting Gaylord Palms Resort          7:00 am to  8:15 am 

       St. George’s Room  #108 
$30.00 per attendee must be paid in advance. Invoice will be included with your 2007/08 Dues Statement early July 2007. 

 
 Plan to visit the Pi Chi Omega Display, Booth # 106 on the exhibit floor! 

Pi Chi Omega Web Page:  http://www.pichiomega.org 


